
K e y p o i n t s 

 In this week’s issue 

check out the valuable 

advice for returning to 

school.  

 

 What has Finlay in 

Year 8 been up to? He 

seems to have 

swapped his sports 

gear for kitchen uten-

sils—but why? 

 

 Who has made this 

week’s Home Learning 

Roll of Honour? Are 

you on it? 

 

 Take part in competi-

tions to win prizes for 

your Houses! 

On May 25th, the world quickly became aware of an unspeakable crime perpetrated in the city 

of Minneapolis. Yet again news had emerged that a young black man was the tragic victim of 

unprovoked police brutality— a crime which sadly, we are becoming all too accustomed to 

hearing about. George Floyd had become the latest victim of violently aggressive policing, just 

because of the colour of his skin.   

This situation is not confined to one side of the Atlantic. We have seen similar instances of 

unfair and violent policing meted out to people of colour here too. Racism is still an every day 

occurrence for so many people in our city and very likely in our school community. Therefore 

it is totally understandable that there is anger and frustration that, yet again, a so called civilised 

nation has failed to deal with this most evil of social issues. From the tragic murder of Stephen 

Lawrence and the incompetent and inadequate investigation that followed, to the scandalous 

mistreatment of the Windrush Generation by government, to the complete absence of a duty 

of care shown by the authorities towards families living in the Grenfell Tower at the time of 

the fire: every day racism continues to pervade society.  

Black lives matter. We at St Matthew Academy know this. We are a strong community and 

our strength comes from the values which we live and work by. We have faith. In the days, 

weeks and months ahead we must talk about what has happened. We all must work towards 

ensuring the system we work by truly reflects equality and justice for our community, and in 

turn, all people. We will stand for justice and equality for as long as it takes for it to be our 

reality.  We have learnt so much from what has gone before; we understand that many in our 

police force do support our community and do a fine job despite being let down by some   

unscrupulous officers and a system biased against people of colour.  St Matthew Academy  

understands the value of this community. We aim for this to be shown in our demonstration 

of value for democracy, individual liberty, tolerance and mutual respect. We work to uphold 

justice and the true letter of the law for people of every ethnicity and faith as well as those 

who do not adhere to any faith.  

St Matthew Academy stands up to racism every day through our community spirit; by letting 

our light shine and by being a model of what a fair, just and equal community should be. And of 

course St Matthew Academy will continue to stand up to racism because we know our com-

munity finds its strength by standing together. 

Together We Are Stronger! 

3 Key things we have learnt so far… 

1. Our community is strong.  

We grieve with and pray for the 

family of George Floyd. The strug-

gle against racism continues but 

we are strong together and will 

one day win the fight. 

Virtual  School  News 

St Matthew Academy 

2. We have missed our pu-

pils. 

Welcome back to Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 6! SMA is a bet-

ter place with children in it so it’s 

great to have you back! 

3. Our light shines as bright-

ly as ever.  

The fight against coronavirus has 

been tough and continues to be 

but the light that shines out from 

SMA is undimmed! 
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Ms Chick and the Y6 team were very happy to welcome back our Y6 pu-

pils this week - it’s great to have you back and we look forward to seeing 

Y1 next week. 

We are also pleased to announce that we are able to welcome Y10 back 

from 15th June.  Letters will be going out and phone calls to Y10 parents 

will be taking place next week with all the  information about how the 

phased return will work for pupils.  We can’t wait to see you all! 

 

We are welcoming some pupils back to school! 
This week saw the return of Y6. We look forward to seeing more Primary pupils next week and the return of 

Year 10 from 15th June! 

 



 

 

We understand that lots of our pupils may have concerns about 

returning to school, or concerns over wider social issues and 

may be struggling with issues around mental health during these 

turbulent times.   

 

Kooth is a website that is designed to help young people with 

concerns around their mental health and can allow access 

trained counsellors if required: 

 

Worried about anything? Need someone to talk 

to? 
See the helpful information below. You can always talk to your form tutor or class teacher about any of your 

concerns as well. 



 

We are thankful for all the parents/guardians who are working 

hard at home to support our pupils with their remote learning.  

In Secondary, please be reminded that we reduced the timetable to take into ac-

count some of the difficulties faced when working at home and below is the timeta-

ble that all Secondary pupils should be following: 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of you will have received an email from Google, inviting you to view your child’s assign-

ments in google classroom. This is a feature that we have introduced to help keep you in the 

loop with regards to your child’s classwork. In order to stay up to date, please accept the invite. 

You will then be able to decide whether you want daily or weekly email updates. These updates 

will include information about work that your child has submitted, work that is overdue, and 

work that is due in the future.  

 

Updates and reminders about home 

learning... 
 

Update for 

guardians! 



 

SECONDARY  

CHALLENGES 
 

Ms Philips picked Finlay in Y8 

as the winner of the MFL 

cooking challenge with his de-

licious looking crepe: 
 

Mr Bacciu also chose Finlay to 

win the ‘Paper Tower’ chal-

lenge: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This week’s challenge is from DT: 

 

Email pictures of your boats to Ms Reid at lre@stmatthewacademy.co.uk 

 



  

 

 

PRIMARY CHALLENGE: 
 



 

 

 

 

Secondary home learning roll of honour… 
We are so proud of our pupils who have been working hard at home this week to produce amazing quality work.  Thank 

you to our supportive parents who are managing home schooling. Send us snapshots of you working hard at home – we 

would love to include them!   

Will you let your light shine and be awarded a shout out next week? Complete your online tasks and email your teacher any 

other work completed to make the roll call next week!  

Tatiana Y10 

Art 

Daniel O Y10 

English 

Emilija Y10 

Art 



 

 

 

 

Secondary home learning roll of honour contin-

ued… 

Well done to our top scorers in Hegarty Maths, This is Language, Duolingo, Seneca and  

Lexia this week.  Congrats to our photographer of the week too! Will you make the roll of honour next 

week? 

 

This Is Language Top Scorers: 

French –  David Y7 + Rofiat Y10 

Spanish –  Cassandra Y7 + Franklina Y10 

 

Duolingo Top Scorers: 

French –  Bess Y7 + Marianna Y9  

Spanish –  Kavin Y8 + Molly Y10 

 

 

Seneca Top Scorers: 

Kimani Y7= 2h 7m 

Moyin Y8 = 1h 50m 

 

‘Crumpled’ by Sebastian Y10 

 

 

Lexia Top Scorers: 

Mohammed Y7 = 116 

minutes 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Y1 Star Learner of the Week: 

Dragonfly = KyMarley 

 

 

Y6 Star Learners of the Week: 

Eagles =  Shumsana 

Jaguars =  AJ 

 

 

 

Y3 Star Learners of the Week: 

Cheetahs =  David 

Panthers =  Olek 

 

 

 

Y4 Star Learner of the Week: 

Tigers =  Ebeneezer 

 

 

 

Y2 Star Learner of the Week:  

Butterfly = Washington  

 

 

 

Y5 Star Learners of the Week: 

Wolves =  Minnesota 

Lions =  Ashanna 

Primary home learning roll of honour… 
 

We are so proud of our primary pupils who have been working hard at home this week to produce amazing  

quality work. And big thank you to our parents for making home schooling possible! Will you let your light shine 

and be awarded a shout out next week? Complete your tasks and email your teacher any other work completed to 

make the roll call next week. 

 

 

Reception Star Learner of the Week: 

Bumblebees =  Emmanuel 

Check our Y5’s 

Amazon projects 

they have been 

working on this 

week: 



 

 

 

 

Supporting our critical keyworkers’ children… 
Thank you to our wonderful staff who have gone above and beyond to support our critical  

keyworkers’ children by providing these families with a crucial service and safe space. 

 



 

 

Poet’s Corner 

First they came for the Communists 

And I did not speak out 

Because I was not a Communist 

 

Then they came for the Socialists 

And I did not speak out 

Because I was not a Socialist 

 

Then they came for the trade unionists 

And I did not speak out 

Because I was not a trade unionist 

 

Then they came for the Jews 

And I did not speak out 

Because I was not a Jew 

 

Then they came for me 

And there was no one left 

To speak out for me 

 

Martin Niemöller was a German Lutheran pastor and theologian born in Lippstadt, Germany, in 

1892. Niemöller was an anti-Communist and supported Adolf Hitler's rise to power at first. But 

when Hitler insisted on the supremacy of the state over religion, Niemöller became disillu-

sioned. He became the leader of a group of German clergymen opposed to Hitler. In 1937 he 

was arrested and eventually confined in Sachsenhausen and Dachau. He was released in 1945 by 

the Allies. He continued his career in Germany as a clergyman and as a leading voice of penance 

and reconciliation for the German people after World War II. 

It is everyone’s responsibility to stand up against social injustice.  

 

Chaplaincy 
Respond and Request 

Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing 

any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps light a 

candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of set-

tling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for you. Remember that 

through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, 

preferably aloud and slowly, and pay attention to any words that stand 

out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a 

dialogue with God. 

Taken from the Gospel for Sunday 7th June 2020 - God so Loved the World 

(John 3:16-18)  

Jesus said to Nicodemus, ‘God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost but may have eternal life. For 

God sent his Son into the world not to condemn the world, but so that through 

him the world might be saved. No one who believes in him will be condemned; but 

whoever refuses to believe is condemned already, because he has refused to be-

lieve in the name of God’s only Son.’ 

What is Pentecost? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pentecost is regarded as the birthday of the 

Christian church. Pentecost is the festival 

when Christians celebrate the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. It is celebrated on the Sunday 50 days 

after Easter (the name comes from the 

Greek pentekoste, "fiftieth"). It is also called 

Whitsun but does not necessarily coincide 

with the Whitsun Bank Holiday in the UK. 

Pentecost is regarded as the birthday of the 

Christian church, and the start of the church's 

mission to the world. 

The Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit is the third part of 

the Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

that is the way Christians understand God. 

Celebrating Pentecost 

Pentecost is a happy festival. Ministers in 

church often wear robes with red in the de-

sign as a symbol of the flames in which the 

Holy Spirit came to earth. 

Prayer for Justice 

It is your will that they be gathered together  

as one family in yourself. 

Fill the hearts of mankind with the fire of your love 

and with the desire to ensure justice for all. 

By sharing the good things you give us, 

may we secure an equality for all  

our brothers and sisters throughout the world. 

May there be an end to division, strife and war. 

May there be a dawning of a truly human society 

built on love and peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord. 

 

Amen.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lippstadt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-communism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_Hitler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sachsenhausen_concentration_camp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dachau_concentration_camp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allies_of_World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/beliefs/trinity_1.shtml


 

 

 

 

Reading Corner… 
Don’t forget to join in with the virtual book club and take part in the writing 

competition.  Send us pictures of you or your family enjoying a good book – 

audio counts too! 

VIRTUAL BOOK CLUB NEWS! 

 

Some brand new book extracts have been added onto 

the SMA virtual book club. If you haven't already 

signed up, please follow the joining instructions. The 

extracts for this week are: 

  

KS2: The Strangeworlds Travel Agency by L.D. La-

pinski 

 KS3: Nightshade by Anthony Horowitz 

 KS4: What Momma Left me by Ms Renee Watson 

  

The deadline is Friday 19th June. 

 

Staff Reading Recommendations This Week: 

Ms Ahima is reading ‘A Political Dictionary of 

Black Quotations’ by Osei Amoah.  

She says: “In light of the current climate, where black bodies are 

being brutalised and black lives are being wasted, I have chosen to re-

mind myself of the beauty of blackness in a world that tells everybody 

with my skin colour that they are worthless.  I have chosen to take 

time out to re-educate myself. And I encourage you to do so too, in 

whatever way you can.” 

 “The struggle of the black people is part of this universal struggle for equali-

ty and human dignity” ~ Tom Mboya  

 

  

Secondary recommended read of the week: 

‘Theatrical’ by Maggie Harcourt 

Primary recommended read of the week:  

‘Cogheart’ by Peter Bunzl 



 

1. Print off the set of cards. If you don’t have a printer cut up 24 squares of paper and write each activity 

on to a card as below  

2. Shuffle up the cards and then lay them out on a flat surface so they are facing down 

3. Each person takes it in turn to turn 2 cards over. If you get a matching pair you get to keep the cards. 

You must also perform the physical activity on your pair of cards. 

4. Keep playing until all the cards have been paired up. The player with the most pairs at the end of the 

game is the winner and will also have performed the most physical activity. 

Don’t get bored -  

keep active! 



 

hifph Don’t get bored! 

Can you do the maths puzzle  

below? 

Send your answers to 

kng@stmatthewacademy.co.uk 

 

Ramanujan’s Magic Square 

 
1.    Ramanujan  was born on 22nd December 1887 and 

made a magic square starting with his birth date  
(22/12/1887).  

                
 Who was Ramanujan? 
 

2.   Make a magic square with your birth date. Remember, 
the sum of the row, column, diagonal are the same. 
For example in Ramanujan: top row 22 + 12 + 18 + 87 = 
139, left column 22 + 88 + 10 + 19 =130 and diagonal 22 
+ 17 +89 +11 = 139 

Well done to Hawa 

Y7, Joanna Y7, Se-

bastian Y10, + Tatia-

na Y10 for all win-

ning last week’s chal-

lenge 

 



 

 

 

Final thoughts for  

the week... 

 

Thank you to our staff and parents 

for your support in making this 

difficult time as ‘normal’ as possible 

for our pupils. 

 

If you wish to donate to raise mon-

ey for devices for pupils please fol-

low this link: 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/computers-

for-pupils?
mem-

ber=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=c
ustomer&utm_campaign=p_email%

2Binvitesupporters 

 

 

For more information about any-

thing else, please visit: 

 

SMA Website: 

www.stmatthewacademy.co.uk  

 

SMA Twitter page: @StMattAcad 

 

 
 

 

‘If I Ruled The World’  

by Fatima Y7 

If I ruled the world, racism wouldn’t exist 

All would be equal, and I would have a list 

Of all the people on the Earth, 

But I don’t know how much it would be worth. 

I’d buy the world, and make it my own 

So wherever we go, we feel like we’re at home. 

 

If I ruled the world, it would be safe for everyone 

And what about violence? There would be none. 

That’s because I would be incharge 

And finding inequality would be very hard.  

Climate change would be gone in an instant 

And abuse would be nonexistent. 

 

But what if I didn't rule the world? 

What would it be like without my word? 

Would this world ever become civilized? 

Or would they ignore all that was advised? 

Would the Earth ever be safe? 

Or would we go through all of this again? 

 

Our generation is the one that can make a change, 

So we should start now, before it's too late. 

We can turn this daydream into reality, 

This world could be a better place if we all agree, 

That our voices are sometimes seen as trivias, 

Which are the pieces to the puzzle of  our Utopia. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/computers-for-pupils?member=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_email%2Binvitesupporters
https://www.gofundme.com/f/computers-for-pupils?member=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_email%2Binvitesupporters
https://www.gofundme.com/f/computers-for-pupils?member=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_email%2Binvitesupporters
https://www.gofundme.com/f/computers-for-pupils?member=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_email%2Binvitesupporters
https://www.gofundme.com/f/computers-for-pupils?member=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_email%2Binvitesupporters
https://www.gofundme.com/f/computers-for-pupils?member=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_email%2Binvitesupporters
http://www.stmatthewacademy.co.uk

